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International Meeting of Lay Spiritans and Associates
A historic first congregation-wide meeting of Lay Spiritans and Associates was held at the USA/East
Provincialate in Bethel Park, near Pittsburgh, from Monday to Friday, 17-21 June. For the past 20 years,
with the encouragement of successive General Chapters and General Councils, various Provinces have
been experimenting with different forms of associate membership of the Congregation, and it was felt that
the time had come to bring together lay representatives from the various programs to pool their experiences
and discuss the way forward.
The meeting was hosted by the USA/E Provincial, Fr.
Norman Bevan, and had been prepared by John and AnneMarie Hansen (USA/E), Raymond and Denise LaBelle
(Canada), Anne MacGregor-O'Neill and Dermot and Deirdre
Mcloughlin (Trans-Canada). Seventeen circumscriptions
were represented by 47 delegates (30 lay Spiritans and
associates and 17 Spiritan priests), and also taking part were
12 staff members, 4 observers and 19 children. The children,
in fact, were an important part of the meeting, adding to the
family atmosphere. As one participant remarked: "It was
interesting to be engaged in group discussions while fiveand six-year-olds wandered in and out to inform their parents
of the terrible things that their older brothers and sisters had
done.•
The most important part of the meeting was the presentations from each of the 17 circumscriptions, but there were
also three formal addresses: on the first morning (Monday),
Fr. Henry Koren gave a talk on the History of Spiritan Associates, and Fr. Michael Doyle (first Assistant to the Superior
General) spoke on the Spiritans in 1991, while on the Thursday a guest speaker, Mr. Joseph Holland, spoke on the
Future of Lay Involvement with Religious Orders.
Fr. Koren, who is well known as a historian of the Congregation, showed that the idea of lay associates is nothing new.
Both in the older Congregation founded by Fr. Poullart des
Places and in the renewed Congregation under and after Fr.
Libermann, associates were to be found working side by side
with the Spiritans. The 1878 Constitutions, under Fr. Schwindenhammer, contained a section on aggregation and affiliation, and many communities had one or more "agreges" living
with them. These were unmarried men, but in 1895 the
General Council approved a request from Bishop Le Roy of
Gabon (later Superior General of the Congregation) for
married catechists to become lay associates. Though they
needed the consent of their wives, nothing was said about
the possibility of these also becoming associates. It was left
to the post-Vatican II Chapters to envisage the possibility of
"new forms of membership", including associate membership
for married couples and unmarried women.
Fr. Doyle spoke on the outlook of the Congregation today,
especially in the matter of lay associates. He was well
qualified to do so, being on the General Council at present
and having been the one who, as Provincial of Trans-Canada,
invited Dr. Dermot and Deirdre Mcloughlin, on Pentecost
Sunday 1974, to become the nucleus of a community of lay

Spiritans and lay Spiritans at an evening get-together.

Spiritans. Mr. Holland gave a panorama of prophetic
movements in Church history, and viewed the future as a
period of ever increasing lay involvement in the life of the
Church and in evangelization. He urged religious congregations to encourage maximum cooperation with the laity.
The presentations from the different circumscriptions
showed that there are two main types of association with the
Congregation: a short-term (2-3 years) commitment to
mission service in some sort of association with it, and a
long-term commitment to the Spiritan apostolate and way of
life, sharing Spiritan ideals and spirituality in community life or
through regular contacts and prayer in common. For those
with a short-term commitment the meeting suggested that the
term "Spiritan Associates" be used, while for those with a
long-term commitment as a way of life it proposed the term
"Lay Spiritans". For examples of the two forms of association
one might look at the Province of Trans-Canada, where both
have existed since the 1970s. Since 1971, some 350 lay
volunteers, married or single, have gone out to work in Third
World countries under the VIC$ (Volunteer International
Christian Service) program started by Fr. Desmond McGoldrick and now run by Fr. Dermot Doran. These are sponsored
and prepared by the Spiritans and on their return to Canada
keep in touch through a quarterly newsletter · but have no
long-term commitment to the Congregation. On the other
hand, since 1974 there has also been the program for lay
Spiritans, who now number 1O (four couples and two single
women), with closer links to the Congregation.
The French-speaking Canadian Province has also had a
Lay Spiritan program going back to the 1970s, and at present
there are two married couples and two single women

involved. A manual for lay Spiritans was approved by the
Province in 1990, and this might serve as a model for other
circumscriptions interested in starting a similar project. The
USA/East Province and its District of Kilimanjaro have also
been among the leaders in promoting associate programs.
At present there are 22 associates (and 14 associate children)
back in the States after serving in Kilimanjaro, and two of
them, John and Anne-Marie Hansen, are the focus of the Lay
Spiritan program at the former provincialate house on
Dorseyville Road, Pittsburgh. The German Province has had
a rather similar experience. It started its "Missionar auf Zeit"
(temporary missionary) program in 1982, and about half of its
50 returned "MaZ" missionaries have shown interest in
maintaining close links with the Congregation. Spain is
another Province that, over the past 20 years, has prepared
and sent some 25 lay associates to work with Spiritans in
Latin America and Africa.
The above are the Provinces that have been longest in the
field of experimenting with "new forms of membership", but
others, such as USA/West, Holland and England, have had
more recent programs. One should not forget also that most
of the Provinces, notably France, Portugal and Ireland, have
for a long time had a large network at home of friends and

supporters of the Congregation and its missions, and the
Fraternity of the Holy Spirit, based at Rue Lhomond, Paris,
with its review "Esprit Saint", has made the Congregation's
spirituality accessible to many lay people. These circumscriptions were all represented at the meeting, as well as the
Irish/Long Island group, Mexico, Brazil/Paraguay, Mauritius,
the East African Province and Zambia.
Probably the main value of the meeting was to allow lay
Spiritans and associates from different countries to get to
know each other. As one of them said: "For the first time we
were able to see the international nature of the associate
movement. We no longer feel as we once did that we must
be crazy for wanting to be associated with a religious
community. Pulling associates from isolation around the
globe was important affirmation for us." There was a mood
of celebration, especially at the evening sessions of square
dancing and singing, and it was impressive to see Germans
and Dutch, Tanzanians and Americans, religious and lay
people (including children) , singing together in Swahili. There
are plans for similar meetings, at least on a regional basis, in
the future, and for a newsletter to maintain contact between
the different groups.

International Symposium on Spiritan Education
Following the meeting of lay Spiritans, another first-ever Spiritan meeting took place in June: an
international symposium on Spiritan education, held at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, from Monday to
Friday, 24-28 June. Hosted jointly by the USA/East Province and Duquesne's School of Education, the
meeting generated more interest than was originally expected by the General Council when it sent out notice
of it in October 1990: instead of the 25-30 participants anticipated, no fewer than 98 showed up.
Most of the participants were Spiritans, representing 24
circumscriptions, but there were also 17 lay people and 3
Sisters who work with Spiritans In educational programs. In
spite of the heavy schedule, there was an obvious enthusiasm among the delegates, possibly because of a sense that
education as a Spiritan ministry was at last coming in from
the cold.
The organizing committee was chaired by Dr. Derek
Whordley, Dean of Duquesne's School of Education, and
comprised Frs. Norman Bevan (Provincial of USA/East),
Thomas Farrelly (facilitator of the symposium), Sean O'Connell and Rex De Four, along with Dr. Julia Ann Hartzog, S.C.,
and Mr. John Hansen. Fr. Michael Doyle represented the
General Council both on the committee and at the symposium.
The word "symposium• is used advisedly, as the participants themselves were the experts. Education has been a
long-standing form of apostolate in the Congregation and
there are many Spiritans with considerable experience and
expertise in the field, but in recent times profound changes
have taken place in the secular and religious environment in
which this apostolate is done. Participants were asked to
identify current and future needs and to consider issues such
as traditional and alternative forms of education, especially for
marginalized youth, the administration of our schools, the
presence and role of Spiritans in educational institutions, and
the growing cooperation with, and formation of, our lay
partners.
In general, morning sessions were devoted to presentac
tions and discussions in full session, while afternoons were
given over to colloquia in smaller groups on a number of
related topics, the results of which were eventually fed into
the main group. On the final day, an attempt was made to
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formulate a statement reflecting on what had taken place and
making projections for the future.
Broadly speaking, the symposium dealt with four major
themes: Third-Level Education, Secondary Education, NonFormal or Alternative Education, and Participation of Laity In
Spiritan Education.
Monday, 24 June, was devoted to Third-Level Education.
While prominence was given to the only Spiritan university,
Duquesne, with presentations by Dr. John Murray (President),
Dr. John McDonald (Dean of Arts and Sciences), Fr. Henry
McAnulty (Chancellor) and Fr. Eugene Hillman (on education
for global justice), it was also recognized that many Spiritans
were involved in third-level education in non-Spiritan universities and colleges. Examples of this among those actually
present included Fr. Tosello Giangiacomo (president of the
Catholic University of Puerto Rico, with an enrolment of
12,000 students), Fr. Michel Legrain (professor and former
vice-rector of the Catholic Institute in Paris), and Fr. Antoine
Mercier (Institute of Higher Studies, Tamaulipas, Mexico).
On Tuesday, 25 June, it was the turn of Secondary
Under the guidance of Frs. John Geary and
Philip Evanstock, the morning was devoted to presentations
from Spiritan secondary schools in Europe, North America,
the West Indies and Africa. In the afternoon, after addresses
by Fr. Thomas Farrelly, on Education and our Spiritan Rule .of
Life, and Dr. Richard Knowles, on Character Formation, the
meeting broke into a number of colloquia on Third-Level
Chaplaincies, Education and Liberation, Higher Education In
Africa, Curriculum Development and Values, and Religious
Education and Teenage Culture.

Education.

Wednesday, 26 June, had Non-Formal/Alternative
Education as its theme, and the tone was set by Fr. George

Participants at the international symposium on education.
Boran, who for the past eight years has been national director
for youth ministry in Brazil, with an address on the methodology he has evolved for this ministry throughout the country.
Also contributing were Fr. Richard Quinn with a description of
his development course in Ireland, Fr. Anthony Byrne on
adult education for Justice and Peace, Fr. John Sawicki on
Fr. Gerard Pantin's Servo! program In the West Indies, and Fr.
Alphonse Gilbert on the work of the Auteuil houses in France.
In the afternoon, following an address by Fr. Michael Doyle
on "The Future of Education in the Mission of the Congregation", the assembly broke again into a number of small
discussion groups dealing with such topics as Education for
Justice and Peace, Development Education and Mission,
Education and Islam, and the Training of Formators.
The theme of Thursday, 27 June, was listed as Spirltan
Education By and For Whom? Dr. Cornelius Murphy of the

Duquesne Law School spoke about Justice and Peace and
the need for Christians to involve themselves in public affairs.
Fr. Adrian Van Kaam outlined a program for the formation of
laity, and Mr. Daniel Lillis, who works with Fr. Kevin Doheny
in the Refugee Year Trust, made a plea for the education of
the handicapped and refugees. In the afternoon there was a
panel discussion on Lay Participation in our Spiritan Education Mission. The panel moderator was Dr. Derek Whordley,
and panellists were John and Anne-Marie Hansen (lay
Spiritans), Mr. Raymond Kennedy (principal of Templeogue
College, Ireland), Mr. Frank O'Neill (Neil McNeil High Schoot,
Toronto), Sister Mary Ann Zollmann (Duquesne) Dr. Nicholas
Cafardi (Duquesne), Fr. Michael Doyle and Fr. Aidan Lehane.

long after much else is forgotten was a dinner cruise on.the
"three rivers", hosted by Fr. Norman Bevan. Duquesne
University is also to be thanked for donating board and
lodging to all participants from outside the U.S.A.
One aspect of the symposium that came as a surprise to
some was the discovery of the scope and variety of Spiritan
involvement in education. There has been some criticism in
the recent past of our involvement in prestigious secondary
schools (criticism that ignores at times the historical development of such schools and their contribution to the Congregation's mission), but many were not aware of the extent of our
involvement in alternative forms of education. The final
statement mentioned this diversity, while pointing out that
participants in the symposium had come from "20 countries
where we are involved in the education apostolate with
11 O, 000 learners and 1,500 teachers at all levels of education
in the formal and non-formal sections".
The statement stressed that "we must animate all our
educational commitments in the light of the preferential option
for the poor'', both in Europe and North America and in the
southern hemisphere. It also asked "the General Council
and, through it, the General Chapter of 1992... to draw up a
unified educational policy for the whole Congregation, to
make use of our existing resources and vast pool of educational experience."

The final day (Friday, 28 June) was given over first to small
groups and afterwards to plenary sessions working to
prepare a conference statement.
Although the agenda was heavy ("packed", one delegate
said), it wasn't all work. Trinity Hall and the School of
Education held very enjoyable receptions on two of the
evenings, and the event that will probably be remembered

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council

ARAUJO as District Superior of Brazil South-East for a
second three-year term, beginning on 1 August 1991;

- on 22 May, appointed Fr. Jean-Pierre LE GALL to the
French Seminary in Rome, as from 1 Sept. 1991, to succeed
Fr. Bernard COURANT as procurator for the French Bishops;

- on 14 June, appointed Fr. Marc SOYER as District Superior of Madagascar for a second three-year term, beginning on
15 September 1991 (this decision was superseded by Fr.
Soyer's _election to the French Provincial Team - see below);

- on 1O June, confirmed the election of Fr. Joao SERRA DE

- on 14 June, appointed Fr. Jacobus GRADUSSEN (Brazil
3

Central) to the General Administration, as a collaborator in
the work of the General Bursar's office, from 1 September
1991;
- on 14 June, confirmed the election of Fr. Norman BEVAN
as Provincial Superior of the United States East for a third
three-year term, beginning on 17 August 1991;
- on 21 June, made the following First Appointments from
the Province of Brazil: Fr. Orlando ZANOVELLI to the District
of Senegal, and Fr. Udson SOARES to the Province of Brazil;
- on 25 June, appointed Fr. Rene YOU (Algeria) as extraordinary Visitor to the Province of Poland for the pastoral year
1991-92. He will make three visits there in the course of the
year, to help the Province define its methods of animation
and administration and organize its formation program;

worked in Senegal (1975-83), in France (1983-87) and in
northern Cameroon (1987-91). Another new arrival at the
Generalate is Fr. Jacobus Gradussen, 48, from the Province
of Holland, who will be working in the General Bursar's office.
He worked for 21 years in the District of Brazil Central, where
he was parish priest at Our Lady of Lourdes parish in
Governador Valadares. And, as from the next issue, Spiritan
News will be edited by Fr. Patrick Hollande, 51, who has
arrived to take over as director of the Information Service.
After studies in Rome, he went to Senegal in 1966 and, apart
from two years in France as director of the first-cycle students, he has served there since, for the past six years as the
District Superior. The Generalate welcomes these three new
members to its staff.

Changes of Address

- on 2 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Brian McLAUGHLIN
as Provincial Superior of Ireland for a second three-year
term, beginning on 31 August;

The new address of the Belgian Provincial (Fr. Joseph
Burgraff) is: Provincialat C.S.Sp., Memorial Kongolo, B-5862
GENTINNES (fel. 071/877075).

- on 9 July, confirmed the election of the Provincial Team of
France for a three-year term beginning on 9 July: Fr. JeanPaul HOCH, Provincial, and Frs. Marc SOYER and JeanMichel JOLIBOIS, respectively first and second Vicar Provincial;

The postal address of the District Superior of Senegal (Fr.
Gerard Vieira) is: B.P. 5087, DAKAR-FANN, Senegal.

- on 18 July, authorized the transfer of the novitiate of the
Indian Ocean Foundation from Saint-Gilles les Hauts
(Reunion) to Rose Hill (Mauritius);

The telephone number of the District House of Yaounde
(the "Casba") has been changed to (237) 21-30-13, and its fax
number is (237) 20-69-66.
The telephone and fax number of the EAP Provincial is

057.8232.

- on 19 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Jose Castro
OLIVEIRA as Provincial Superior of Portugal for a second
three-year term, beginning on 1 August;

Jubilarians

- on 3 September, confirmed the election of Fr. Pierre
SCHOUVER as District Superior of Bangui for a second
three-year term, beginning on 15 October;

08 Dec.

- on 9 September, appointed Fr. Gabriel VUITTENEZ as
District Superior of Madagascar for a three-year term
beginning on 9 September;
- on 16 September, prolonged the term of office of Fr.
Claude ETIENNE as Provincial Superior of Switzerland from
31 August 1992 to 30 June 1993, because of the postponement of the Provincial Chapter until after the General Chapter;
- on 16 September, re-appointed Frs. Abel MOREIRA DIAS
and Benjamin IKEGWUONU to their functions in the General
Bursar's office in Fribourg and Rome respectively, each for
a second three-year term, as from 1 September;
- on 30 September, confirmed the election of Fr. Antoine
MERCIER as Superior of the Spiritan Apostolic Group in
Mexico for a second three-year term, beginning on 30
November 1991.

Changes at the Generalate
There have been a few recent changes in the Generalate
staff. Br. Alain Kervarec has returned to France, after seven
years at the Generalate, to do studies at Lille, and Fr. Roger
Heyraud has also returned to France, after four years as
Assistant General Secretary, to take up a post as superior of
the community of La Croix Valmer. To both of them the
Generalate is grateful for their years of service to it. Fr.
Heyraud's place as Assistant General Secretary has been
taken by Fr. Louis Verchere, 47, who, after studies in Rome,

60 Years of Profession:

: Brs. Evariste GERARD and Wilfrid MENTELE
(France) .

25 Years a Bishop:

11 Dec.

: Bp. Albert ONYEMBO LOMANDJO (Belgium).

Our Dead
13 June
14 June
26 June
26 June
30 June
02 July
08 July
15 July
15 July
29 July
30 July
04 Aug.
20 Aug.
20 Aug.
24 Aug.
26 Aug.
28 Aug.
29 Aug.
06 Sept.
16 Sept.
19 Sept.
20 Sept.
01 Oct.

Fr. James TAYLOR (England), 79.
Fr. Michael HARKINS (Ireland), 86.
Fr. Albert ROUSSEL (Congo), 80.
Fr. Joseph A BRENNAN (USA/E), 72.
Fr. Othon DECKER (France), 71.
Br. Estanislau-Kostka SOUSA (Portugal), 79.
Fr. Johannes VERSTAPPEN (Holland), 85.
Fr. Marinus van DUIJNHOVEN (Holland), 80.
Fr. Leo LEBLANC (Canada), 74.
Fr. Heinrich RATH (Germany), 84.
Fr. Marcel COULIER (Belgium), 91 .
Fr. M. Francis SOUGHLEY (Kenya), 74.
Fr. Jose FELICIO (Portugal), 80.
Fr. Paul A O'DONNELL (USA/W), 82.
Br. Nicolau MACHADO (Portugal), 81.
Br. Eunan BREEN (Ireland), 80.
Fr. Wilhelm BAR (Germany), 81.
Fr. Anton WILDEN (Southern Africa), 85.
Fr. Manuel MARTINS FERREIRA (Angola), 64.
Bishop Fran9ois CU~RET DE LANGAVANT
(France), 95.
Fr. Henricus WENNINK (Brazil Central), 66.
Fr. Louis LOTT (Guadeloupe), 70.
Fr. John DALY (Ireland), 67.
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